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Understanding, Illustration, and Interpretation of the pre-

Islamic poetry

Abstract

This study strives to establish a foundation for the
understanding, illustration, and interpretation of the 'Jahili’
(pre—Islamic) Arabic poetry based on the interrelationships
between the linguistic and inspirational influences of its lexis
and literary structures, and the referential frames of the
time, and place in which it was created. For the geographic
and environmental effects are lasting, while the historical
and cultural frames changes creep in incrementally. The
basic premise of this work is that the oral literary culture of
pre—Islamic Arabia was still dominant in the pre-modern
Saudi State of the Arabian Peninsula. Thus it must of great
value to mine the social and literary cultures of this
environment for ties to the Jahili poetry in ways which could
empower the modern researcher to elucidate its true
meaning. This must be done through applying the tools of
the sciences of anthropology, sociology, and linguistics to
the cultures of the rural and urban communities of Arabia.
Another goal of this research is to establish a theoretical
basis to delineate the boundaries interpretations to prevent

the continuation of the chaotic previous interpretation based
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on probabilities on what was possible in pre—Islamic Arabia.
The deconstruction of the so far established principles of
interpretations requires much research on the criticism of
the critical theory, especially in the field of traditional literary
principles which were established in the past two centuries,
with the goal of freeing the modern critic of the authority of
those who delved in interpretation while removed from the

environments in which the poetry was created.
Keywords

Pre—Islamic Poetry; Oral Heritage; The illustration; The interpretation;

criticism of criticism; Nabati Poetry.
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